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The U.S. Department of State is inaugurating the
Edward R. Murrow Journalism Program that will bring
up to 100 upcoming leaders in the field of journalism
from around the world to examine journalistic practices
in the United States.  Planned for April 2006, the
program will be an innovative public-private partnership
between the Department of State, the Aspen Institute,
and six leading U.S. schools of journalism.      

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
      Working in conjunction with the Aspen Institute and
leading U.S. journalism schools, the Bureau of
Educational and Cultural Affairs will engage young
media professionals in a specialized International Visitor
Leadership Program with their U.S. counterparts to
explore the practice of journalism in the United States.  

After initial programming in Washington, DC,
participants will be divided into groups to travel to the
campuses of the six partner schools of journalism.  The
universities have contributed generously their resources,
time and talent to make this program possible.  The
journalism schools have designed specialized curriculum
for their international counterparts highlighting
journalistic standards in the U.S.  On the university
campuses, the program participants will take part in
intensive seminars and field activities with faculty 
and students.  

The visitors also will travel to state capitals to gain an
understanding of media coverage of state politics and
government, and to small towns to observe American
civic life and grassroots involvement in political affairs.
The program will conclude in Washington, DC, with an
International Symposium for Journalists, hosted by the
Aspen Institute, to highlight current trends and
challenges facing the media in the U.S. and around 
the world.

Partner institutions for the Murrow Program include:
■ The Aspen Institute, Washington, D.C.
■ Annenberg School for Communication, University of

Southern California
■ School of Journalism, University of Oklahoma
■ School of Journalism, University of Texas at Austin 
■ School of Journalism and Mass Communication,

University of Minnesota 
■ School of Journalism and Mass Communication,

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
■ School of Journalism and Telecommunications,

University of Kentucky  

THE INTERNATIONAL VISITOR LEADERSHIP PROGRAM
The Edward R. Murrow Journalism initiative is a

program developed by the Department’s Bureau of
Educational and Cultural Affairs as a part of its
International Visitor Leadership Program (IVLP).  The
IVLP brings approximately 4000 participants to the
United States from around the world each year to meet
and engage with their professional counterparts. 

The visitors, who are current or potential leaders in
government, politics, the media, education, and other
fields, are selected by American officials overseas.  More
than 200 current and former Heads of State, 1,500 cabinet-
level ministers, and many other distinguished world leaders
in government and the private sector have participated in
the International Visitor Leadership Program.

The Department of State directs the IVLP in
cooperation with a number of non-profit organizations
and 95 community-based organizations across the
country, under the leadership of the National Council for
International Visitors located in Washington, DC.

For more information on the professional, academic and cultural
exchanges managed by the Bureau of Educational and Cultural
Affairs, please visit: http://exchanges.state.gov/.
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